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BEinGRID - Much More Than Your Everyday Research Project
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BEiNGRID, the largast ICT projet hnanced by the European Commission, will be hosting a booth at the ICT 2008 event in Lyon on Movernber 25-27. This release descnbes wiy this project 1S causing
such a stir in research circles, Brussels, Movembaer 12, 2008 - BEINGRID, the largast ICT project inanced by the Eurgpean Commigeian, will ba hosting a boath at the ICT 2008 avent in Lyon on
Movember 2527, This release describes why this projact is causing such a stir in resaarch circles,

BEInGRID is much more than your fypical research project. For starters it's huge, massive in fact. i has close to 100 pariners, a budget over =24 milion for a duration of 42 months. But that's just
nunmbers. What really makes BEINGRID stand outis that it isaT trying to develop a platform, interconnect two technologies, sove a specific problem or explone new paradigms. Mo, BEINGRID is
different. What BEINGRID really seebks 1o do is to stimulate the use of the technalogy in question, to bridge the gap between research and industry, 1o <ross the chasm of technology uptake.

Celebrated smargent technology guru Geoffrey Moore posiulatas that there is a bamer along the ype-cycls betwean the sarky uptakers and the mainsiream users, Ha calls this the “chasm® and
dascribes how mary tachnodogies fal to cross it dus o a lack of notable referance cases in the commercial sactor

The pregect, led by Atos Ongin and running unlil November 2008, builds on the prermise that Gnd computing 1§ ready to cross this chasm and sets out to create those beachhead success slones in the
commercial sactor that will catalza further market uptake, & does this through financing 25 pilot implemantabions that have united academic and commarcial Grid expers with SMES who have identfied
abusiness nead that could be met by Grid technologies, The pilots have dalib dy bean chosan to span across many industries including tradiional sectors such as finance, energy and health, as
wiell as novel application areas such as movie-making, architecturs, agriculture and tourism, Each experiment focusas on a real problem faced by these businesses and seaks to sobe itusing differant
Grid technodogy solutions for coliaboration, performance and enabling new senices.

Running alongside these independent and semiautonomous subprojects, BEINGRID employs a team of Grid computing expens and ancther of business consultants expenienced in the
commercialization of emerging technologies. These two teams have a dual function: 1o advise and to observe. These groups are eliciting common requirements across the Gnd pilots, their
dependencies, alaborating common capabiliies - a common imctionality that sobves an identified need - with associated design paiterns, best-practics guidelines and developing missing genaric
software companents, as well as studying the market forcas and developing the business case in each SCENANG

Complamenting this work, & knowdadge and toolset repository has besn developed consisting of Gnd servce components and best practices to support European businasses with the uptake of Gnd
{wovery grichipesdia eu).

For an example of ane of the Grid computing pilots, or business experiments, consider the following example:

Although Grid computing is no stranger o the financial sector {most financial institutions wse some kind of Grid for numbser crunching on a massive scale, calculating growth, balancing risk, modeling
scenarios, and so on), running Grids in-house requires local expertise. k has refatively high maintenance and presents challenges in managing capacity and demand, maintaining high refum on
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